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THOMAS PAINE—HIS VIEWS OF MATRIMONY, AND 
REGARD FOR THE FAIR SEX. 





Step after step, see how calumny brings down on itself refutation 
and: disgrace! Thomas Paine has been held forth in religious 
tracts as a woman-hater! At length, his true sentiments on ma- 
trimony, and his real esteem for women, are presented to us under 
his own hand-writing. To a comparing mind, it must have been 
visible, that the man who wrote the “ Essay on Forgetfulness,” 
and who could correspond in such a style with the lady who sub- 
sequently became Lady Smith, could not be:a woman-hater, nor a 
woman’s tyrant. The following letter is addressed to Mr. and 
Mrs: Few, formerly a Miss Nicholson, with whom Mr, Paine cor- 
responded. I take it from the New York National Advocate, of 
April 5, 1825, and the editor’s remarks sufficiently authenticate 
the genuineness of the document: in addition to which, I have 
the corroborating authority of friends in America, who were the 
personal acquaintances of Mr. Paine. 
R. C. 


“ Tomas Paine.—The following extract of a letter from the 
celebrated Thomas Paine, to a lady in New York, was published, 
for the first time, in the Boston Galaxy. Although we have not 
seen the original, we have no doubt as to its authenticity, for, on 
turning to Paine’s Letter te Washington, dated Paris, June 30, 
1795, we find it there mentioned, and a quotation from it giv..i, 
corresponding with the copy now published. This quotation is 
thus introduced in the letter to Washington :—‘ Soon after the 
Federal Constitution arrived in England, I received a letter from a 
female literary correspondent, a native of New York, very well 
mixed with friendship, sentiment, and politics. In my answer to 
that letter, I permitted myself to ramble into the wilderness of 
imagination, ahd to anticipate what might hereafter be the condi- 


realizing so fast. As the extract [allude to, is congenial with the 
subject I am upon, I here transcribe it. [Pere follows the para- 
graph, beginning’ with the words; ‘a thousand years hence.’ 


However correct Mr. Paine may have been, as to other topics, he 
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appears to have been greatly mistaken in his calculations respect- 
ing the ruin of liberty in this country; for, although thirty years 
have elapsed since he imagined he had discovered symptoms of its 
decline, there never was a period when our free institutions pos- 
sessed greater vigour, or the rights of the people better under- 
stood, than at the present moment:— , 

“« * | very affectionately congratulate Mr. and Mrs. F. on their 
happy marriage, and every branch of the family allied by that con- 
nexion, and I| request my fair correspondent to present me to her 
partner, and to say that he has obtained one of the highest prizes 
in the wheel. Besides the pleasure which your letter gives me, 
to hear that you are all well and happy, it relieves me from a sen~ 
sation not to be dismissed, and if you will excuse a few dull 
thoughts for obtruding themselves in a congratulatory letter, I 
will tell you what it is. When I see my female friends drop off 
by matrimony, I am sensible of something that affects me like a 
loss, and in spite of all appearances of joy, I, cannot help mixing 
the sincere compliment of regret with that of congratulation. It 
appears as if | had outlived a lost friend—it seems to me as if the 
original were no more, and that to which she is changed forsakes 
the circle, and forgets the scenes of former society. Felicities 
and cares superior to those she formerly cared for, create to hera 
new landscape of life, that excludes the little friendships of the 
poet. Itis not every lady’s mind that is sufficiently capacious to 
prevent the greater object from crowding out the less; or can 
spare thoughts to future friendship, when she has given her hand 
and heart to the man that loves her. But the sentiments your 
letter contains have prevented those dull ideas from mixing with 
the congratulations I present you, and is so congenial with the 
enlarged opinion I have always formed of you, that at the same 
time I read your letter with pleasure, I read it with pride, because 
it convinces me-that I have some judgment in that most difficult 
science—comprehending a lady’s mind. Most sincerely do I 
wish you all the good Heaven can bless you with, and as you 
have in your own family an example of domestic happiness, you 
are already in the knowledge of obtaining it. That no condition 
we enjoy is an exemption from care—that some shade will mingle 
itself with the brightest sunshine of life—that even our affections 
may become the instruments of our sorrow—that the sweetest feli- 
cities of home depend on good temper as well as on our good 
sense, and that there is always something to forgive; even in our 
nearest and dearest friends are truths, which though obvious to be 
told, ought never to be forgotten, and I know that you will not 
esteem my friendship the less for impressing it upon you. 

‘¢¢ Though I appear a sort of wanderer, the married state has 
not a sincerer friend than I am. It is the harbour of human life, 
and it is with respect to the things of this world, what the world 
to come is to this. It is home, and that one word conveys more 
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than any word can express. For a few years we may glide along 
the tide of youthful, single life, and be wonderfully delighted ; 
but it is a tide that flows but once, and what is still worse it ebbs 
faster than it flows, and leaves many a helpless voyager aground. 
I am one, you see, that has experienced the fate I have been 
describing—I have lost my tide—it passed by when every thought 
of my heart was on the wing for the salvation of my dear Ame- 
rica ! and Ehave now, as contentedly as I can, made myself a lit- 
tle bower of willows on the shore that has the solitary resem- 
blance of a home. Should I always continue the tenant of this 
bower, [ hope my female acquaintance will ever remember that it 
contains not the churlish enemy of their sex, not the cold, insen- 
sible hearted mortal, not the capricious tempered oddity, but one 
of the best and most affectionate of their friends. A thousand 
years hence, for [ must indulge a few thoughts, perhaps in less, 
America may be what England now is. The innocence of her 
character, that won the hearts of all nations in her favour, nay 
seem like a romance, and her inimitable virtue as if it never had 
been—the ruins of that Liberty for which thousands bled or suf- 
fered to obtain, may just furnish materials for a village tale, or 
excite a sigh from rustic sensibility—while the fashionables of 
the day enveloped in dissipation, shall deride the principle and 
deny the fact. When we contemplate the fall of Empires, and 
the extinction of the nations of the ancient world, we see but little 
else to excite our regret than the mouldering ruins of pompous 
palaces, magnificent monuments, and walls and towers of the 
most costly workmanship.—But when the Empire of America 
shall fall, the subject for contemplative sorrow will be infinitely 
greater than crumbling brass or marble can inspire. It will not 
then be said, here stood atemple of vast antiquity—here rose a 
Babel of invisible height—or there a palace of sumptuous extra- 
vagance. But here—oh! painful thought! here the noblest 
work of human understanding, the grandest scene of human glory 
-—the fair cause of freedom, rose and fell.’” 





THE VICE SOCIETY. 


Mr. Epirtor, , . ; 
A creat deal has been written concerning this precious coterie: yet I am 


induced to think, that something may yet be added, and perhaps even a 
little information offered to some of your readers. The public in general, 
but the lovers of freedom and free discussion in particular, are much in- 
debted to you for a List of the Subscribers, published in the concluding No. 


‘of Vol. 11 of the Republican, inasmuch asit is ata cheaper rate than other- 


wise to be procured. Lords, Ladies, Right Honourables, Baronets, M. P’s, 
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T).D’s, Priests, &c. &c. are marshalled in imposing array. A stranger, after 
reading down the columns, might conclude that no class of individuals could 
possibly escape the vigilance, or find the least mercy, much less connevance 
from them, provided they offend against any of those rules which this so- 
ciety thinks proper to enforce. A little attention must satisfy any one, that 
very different is the fact : and that, on the contrary, the grossest partiality, 
the most diabolical oppression, and the most odious hypocrisy mark all its 
actions. : 

One of the ostensible objects of this society is, the suppression of obscene 
buoks, prints, &c. I will, en passant, notice the disgusting tales of Aholiah 
and Aholibah, which we find in the holy and inspired prophesies of Ezekiel, 
and the amorous songs of the fabled King, Solomon, which Christian Com- 
mentators have construed to mean nothing but the chastest love between 
Christ and his spiritual spouse, the church, &c. as very proper subjects for 
suppression by a society professing to have such objects in view. It.can 
scarcely be doubted, that these are some of the passages which Mr. Com- 
mon Serjeant Denman lamented were not left cut of the inspired volume, 
when he presided at the trial of your anonymous shopman, Rather pre- 
sumptuous, by the by, for an ephemeral and imperfect animal like him, 
to pretend to know better than infinite and eternal wisdom, what is most 
proper to be the guide of himse!f, and fellow creatures, The cloven foot 
occasionally creeps out. The number of copies multiplied almost beyond 
calculation, by numerous Bible Societies, &c.; renders the suppression 
impracticable. I will therefore proceed to notice those productions 
which usually come under the appellation of obscene. It is a fact not to 
be dented, and known to all the male part of the subscribers, that there is 
no book, however libidinous, no print, however voluptuous, that, any indi- 
vidual among those miscalled the higher classes cannot procure by going 
into respectable booksellers’ shops, laying down his card, and giving the 
necessury order. It must therefore be evident to every person of the 
least reflection, that these privileged fellows intend really nothing more 
than to keep the privilege of perusing these precious morceaux to them- 
selves; like the shooting of hares, and partridges, &c. We can and will 
deprive them of the additional privilege of enjoying them under the sanc- 
ified mask of religion. 

As to the management of the Society’s affairs, there is a regular estab- 
lishment kept up, and certain appointments paid for, once a year, the sub- 
scribers are called together to have an account how their money is expen- 
ded. A report must be made up some how or other, and it would not be 
satisfactory to the subscribers without a prosecution. In order to get any 
one convicted for dealing in these productions requires some art and 
manceuvring. One method is, to select some needy. pamphleteer, suspect- 
ed of being tainted with Radicalism so much the better. This unlucky 
wight is applied to by one of the fellows who does the Society’s dirtiest 
work. Confidence is whispered aud enquiry made if he can furnish him 
with a book or a print of that description. The poor bookseller replies 
that he does not sell such works. The messenger of grace, from the gos- 
pel gang, who must be a complete stranger to the bookseller, on receiving 
such an answer goes away, but on going, intimates that he would not 
mind a tempting price for the work, if he could but procure it. Ina. few 
days, he calls again, and again, till, at length, from increasing familiarities, 
he warms himself into the confidence of the shopkeeper, who partly from 
his necessities, and partly to oblige, or get rid of the importunities of the 
gentleman, procures ¢he work. The sequel is plain. The poor devil falls 
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a victiin to his own credulity ; he is prosecuted to conviction : his con- 
viction makes a flaming item in the annual report of the Society.* The 
credulous old mammas “ in Israel,” and pious young daughters of Zion,” 
on receiving the said report, fall on their knees and return thanks to al- 
mighty God, that they, through his grace, have been made instrutuental in 
suppressing a naughty book, with nasty pictures in it. When the fact of 
the matter is, that had it not been fer their subscriptions, the book would 
have lain quietly enough, on the bockseller’s shelf, cheek by jowl with the 
Bible, and other companions of a similar description. ; 


O ye ninnies, 
Keep your guineas! 


The tendencies, either good or bad, which productions are calculated 
to produce in Society, I will not here discuss, [ may be allowed to say, I 
am by no means friendly to their circulation. But it is the partiality and 
meanness of the Society which I wish to be more extensively known. And 
having said so much about your enemies, Sir,on whom I promise very soon 
to bestow some farther attentions, respecting their method of keeping and 
enforcing the observance of the sabbath; I for the present bid them adieu, 
and commence a more arduous, although a much more pleasing task—that 
of paying my respects to yourself. 

Had I but to congratulate you on your enlargement from a long period 
of unjust, illegal, cruel, and cowardly incarceration, that would be a plea- 
sure; but I have the additional one, of hailing you as it were, on your re- 
turn home from a six years campaign, one too of unremitting contest, and 
one that has terminated as honourably to yourself, as it will be beneficial 
to the humanrace. Your doltish and implacable enemies, and the ene- 
mies too of all mental improvement and homan happiness, too stupid to 
learn from the page of history or even from events passing before their 
own eyes, that persecution tends more to promulgate than to circumscribe 
opinions or doctrines, eren when they are ever soabsurd, witness the pre- 
sent increase of Popery, vainly flattered themselves, that, by shutting you 
up in a Christian dungeon, and by putting you under the care of one Of 
their ruffianly pious gaolers, all philosophical enquiry, historical re- 
search, &c. would cease. The issue has proved the reverse, in this, as In 
all other cases, for it is evident that it was over your body only, that they 
had any controul. During the whole period of your imprisonment, the 
productions of your MIND have been making that progress which asto- 
nished even the most sanguine friends of the liberty of the Press, and free 
discussion; and which increased in boldness as the period of your pro- 
tracted confinement increased; till it has at length assumed an attitude 
appalling indeed to the supporters of Superstition and Priestcraft: till it 
has taken up a position never more to be dislodged. ‘The deluded fools, on 
seeing things taking a direction quite opposite to the one they intended, 
began to change their line of policy. ‘They did not then approve of perse- 
cution for opinions. O! it was quite contrary to the spirit of Christianity. 
Let them prove, if they can, that Christians were ever possessed of, or ac~ 
tuated by, any other than this spirit of persecution. Oflate, how many of 
them have gone still farther; they have even sympathized with you in your 
sufferings! In fact, the handred-headed monster, superstition, is become 
much tamed, it lies now in the dust, in its native deformity, having been 
stripped of all those beautiful moral ornaments with which it was wont to 

* There is one thing clear; the Society for the Suppression of Vice has neither 
suppresséd vice nor any thing else: but whatever has been attacked has been 


multiplied.—R. C, 
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enwrap its cadaverous and pestilential carcase, but to which it had no 
just title. 

Thus, Sir, may you, with your, little devoted band, be justly compared 
with those Grecian herves of antiquity; manifesting to the moral world 
what a few intrepid individuals can do if they but make their stand on the 
rock of Truth, and Justice; if they but take up their position in the fast- 
ness of common sense and reason, as those brave men, although compara- 
tively but a handtul, defeated myriads of their country s foes, and thereby 
preserved its liberties ; so, likewise, have you undauntedly withstood, and 
repelled the furious, raging, demoniacal attacks of the superstitious and 
illiterate multitude, headed by cool calculating, crafty, remorseless knaves. 
But your victory is the more glorious, in as much as not merely your own 
country will be benefited by it, but even the whole human race must ulti- 
mately reap advantages therefrom. In you and your companions is again 
verified the great truth, -that man has only “ to will to be free,” and then 
no power, moral or physical, can possibly hold him in bondage; that he 
has only to cultivate and exercise those mental faculties with which nature 
has furnished him, in order to cease to be that wretched, and degraded 
beast of burthen which the majority of them are. The scales must then 
drop from his eyes and the fetters trom his hands; the clouds which have 
hitherto enveloped his mind will disperse; he will then discover that he 
has been toiling during a great part of his existence, while the sweat has 
run in streams from his brows ; that he has been pouring out his very blood 
in torrents, that he has been butchering his fellow-creatures, and for what? 
and for whom? not for himself; but that arace of villains, by the grace of 
God, and consecrated impostures might live in sloth, wallow in extravagance 
and bask in luxury; while nothing but want and misery, and wretched- 
ness are his portion; not even receiving in return, the least gratitude or 
common sympathy. Had it not been for you, Sir, I think it probable, that 
bills would shortly have been brought into Parliament to caponize our 
sons, and build harems in order to their taking our daughters under their 
most gracious protection. The people of these highly-favoured countries 
were fast sinking into this state, the priests were successfully preaching up 
the natural depravity of man, the powers that be are of God, &c. and from 
the influence they hold over the minds of men, I see no doubt but such a 
state of civilization might have been brought about. 

But, happily, there is no longer any reason to despoud, the intellectual 
atmosphere now assumes a cheering aspect. The mists, and vapours, of 
ignorance and superstition are rapidly disappearing. The horizon is already 
illuminated by at least three benignant stars of the first order in the per- 
sons of yourself, Mr. Owen, and the Rev. Mr. Taylor of which you have 
been the harbinger, by breaking through the more dense clouds, by cutting 
down and rooting out the most rank weeds; by clearing, in a great mea- 
sure, the arena of the public mind, of the rubbish of ages; by which the 
others have had a clearer stage, and less opposition than otherwise they 
could have had. Mr. O. bas made clear to the meanest capacity, that 
the productive, or working class, create all the riches of the world; and 
that they have it in their power to refuse to toil any longer for the unpro- 
ductive and profligate, much less to hold their comforts and almost their 
ermce existence on the caprice of paper money speculators, and Mr. 

‘aylor has most magnanimously come forward and torn from superstition 
the habiliments with which it has always been concealed—those of anti- 
quity, and dead languages. Ie has most openly and manfully opposed the 
trumpery, trickery, forgery and interpolation of the holy fathers of the 
primitive and pure ages of the church; and the four following determina- 
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tions of respectable and intelligent British audiences :—First, that the 
Scriptures of the New Testament were not written by the persons whose 
names they bear; Second, that they did not appear in the times to which 
they refer; Third, that the persons they treat ot never existed ; and Fourth, 
that the facts which they relate—never happened, must give you infinite 
pleasures and repay you for much of your suffering. But as it is now fully 
ascertained that there are thousands of learned and well disposed indivi- 
duals who are only waiting for an opportunity to subscribe to these truths, 
there can be ao doubt but ere long the whole hemisphere will be filled with 
whole constellations, in every respect equal to those who have preceded 
them, courage only excepted. 

But should it appear, that the war is not yet terminated, but that the 
present period is only one of cessation from hostilities ; that although the 
** blatant Beast” seems to content itself by growling discordant curses 
through its hundred throats ; yet, should it again rear itself on its hind legs 
and commence anew offensive operations; in such case, there can be no 
doubt but you will manifest to the world, that you have lost nothing of 
your constancy and devotedness. But even should such be the case, it 
cannot vitally affect the cause. The monster can only shew its deformity, 
and display its impotency; the world is grown too wise to be bug-a-boo'd 

ny longer. 

I now, Sir, conclude by expressing my most ardent wishes, that your 
life may be prolonged, and that you may have the satisfaction of seeing 
the cause in which you have laboured and for which you have suffered, 
rapidly advancing towards a consummation ; aud that your enemies may be, 
not your “ footstool,” but your fellow citizens, and best friends. 

WILLIAM MILLARD. 

P. S. I am one oj'a great number of your most ardent admirers, aud I 
may say, faithful supporters too, who, fee] much pleased to Jearn, that you 
intend shortly to remove that ugly fellow from your window. Not that I 
find much fault with the thing itself, and if I were to find any, it would be, 
that it is not orthodox e:ough, that is, that the artist has not made it so 
ugly as it might have been made. And not only the God that walks among 
the candlesticks!! but there are several others that you might have got 
up, viz. there is God the Pigeon, God the Baa-lamb, and likewise Simon 
the Cyrene, whom the Jews are said to have crucified in the dark by mis- 
take instead of the “* Galilean Peasant,”* and who, all the Trinitarian part 
of the Christians strenuously maintain, is a God. When I was a boy, I 
remember very well seeing a little book with a pious title page to it, at a 
bookseller’s shop in St. Paul’s Church-yard, the frontispiece of which was, 
a representation of Jehovah exhibiting his back parts to Moses, the funda- 
mentals of which the artist had represented to shine so resplendently, that 
old Moses was compelled to guard his eyes with one hand, and peep through 
his fingers in order to catch a glance, as the other scampered off into a 
cloud. I was very young at the time of seeing the picture; but the im- 
pression it made on my mind has not been obliterated. And | think it 
would be an acquisition to such a collection, particularly as no Saint could 
well object to its orthodoxy, as it was originally intended as an ornament to 
a religious book, After all, were you to fill your shop with such produc- 
tions, you would at best convert it into a mere pantheon of Idols, instead 
of a Temple of Reason as it ought to be. Ther2 are none of your friends 
but would be sorry to see you compromising with the Vice Society, but it 
is the opinion of many of them, that the effect is not a good one, and that 
philosophy needs not the aid of caricature. 


* See Archdeacon Paley, 
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TO MR. RICHARD CARLILE, FLEET STREET. 





Sir, Jan. 20. 1826 
In the Republican of the 13th instant, you have made some remarks upon 
the impropriety of excluding females from the Mechanics Institutions: on 
reading which, it occurred to me, that you were not in possession of the fact, 
that the Spitalfields Mechanics’ Institution forms un exception to that sys- 
tem of exclusion. Females are admitted to the Lectures at that Institution 
on subscribing the small sum of 3s. per quarter. 

Too much praise cannot be given to the committee of the above institu- 
tion for the liberal system pursued by them: indeed, they give every faci- 
lity to the improvement of the human mind. 

A class has been formed some months for the study of chemistry only : and 
a class for general inquiry has been formed, which embraces the whole 
range of natural Philosophy. Private Lectures are given by the Members 
of the classes, from which a great improvement in scientific knowledge has 
taken place. Classes are also formed to instruct the Members in Mathe- 
matics, the use of the Globes, Stenography, French, Latin, English Gram- 
mer, Arithmetic, Drawing, &c. The whole are gratuitously attended by 
proper masters, except the French, Arithmetic and Drawing-classes. In 
addition to the above advantages, the committee have provided a valuable 
Library both for reference and for circulation, consisting of upwards of 
four hundred volumes: a great portion of which are scientific works. Thus 
in the short space of nine <a> a the ostensible objects of the Institution 
have been realized and are in full operation. The management of the In- 
stitution (as it should be) is almost exclusively left to the mechanics; and 
should the same liberal system be continued (despite of the prejudice raised 
against its establishment either through ignorance or design) the Institution 
must flourish, and will be fixed upon a basis too firm to be shaken. Being 
convinced of your ardent desire to promote the dissemination.of scientific 
knowledge, I thought that a few particulars connected with the above In- 
stitution, and the advantages to be obtained by its members, could not be 
too generally known and might be acceptable to you. Not being accus- 
tomed to ceremony, I shall conclude with subscribing myself 

Your well wisher, 
G.C. Hackney-Road. 





RICHARD CARLILE, ESQ. ATHEIST, FLEET STREET, 
LONDON. 


Sir, Manchester, Jan. 17, 1825. 
How do you account for the passion of Jove on principles of 
Materialism ?* But just skimming over “‘ The Manchester Courier,” 
I see, in that paper of yesterday, 14th instant, that one of the 
Catholic priests, named Bernard Cullen, has been ealling an Irish 
Bible Society subscriber, ‘‘ a Bible-reading. Vagabond and a 
Scripturian Rapscallion!!” Does not this shew that all religion is 


* See “What is Love?” No. 18, Vol. XI. of “The Republicati:” 
new edition of which, with additions, is just published. R. C. 
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mere gammon, a mere humbug? Just think, Sir, of “ A Bible- 
reading Vagabond!” This shews to me, that the respect attached 
to the Bible is the mere effect of education: and the sooner such 
prejudices are exposed and abolished the better. Suppose, Sir, 
that a Materialist was to make a discovery in the instruments of 
war, which enabled us to beat all our European enemies hollow. 
Would not our religious government reward that Materialist, or 
would they punish him for being an Atheist? They would reward 
him. Religion is all chaff with politicians in an affair of ambition, 
intrigues, and tactics; as it is with tradesmen in an affair of 
money. It has no moral influence when opposed to sovereigns, 
whether Kings or Coins. The Bible Society will in time make us 
a nation of free-thinkers; it has done a great deal already, and 
will do more. “I congratulate you on your release. 
Yours, respectfully, 
A DEIST. 


BRISTOL SUBSCRIPTION, 


The following subscription, with the exception of a few shill- 
ings, was received from Bristol about the 26th of Oct. last, but 
my liberation soon after that period obstructed the completion of 
the list, the intention having been to keep open the subscription 
till the end of the year. 


s. d. s. d, 

Cervus 5 0 An Enemy to the Black Slugs 2 0 
Commodore Chop-parson 5 0 A Free Gift 5 0 
William Bright 26 T.R. 2 6 
J.C. a Materialist 5 0 Dapper Grey | 5 O 
Amicus 2 6 A Friend (3d subscription) 2 6 
G.H.B 5 0 Thomas Bowden (3d do.) 0 6 
J.B. ¢ 6 J.C. 26 
H. P. P. 2 6 A Friend to Free Inquiry a..0 
W.P. an Enemy to Priest- J. Watkins 5 0 
craft ¢6 LH. 2 3 

J. H. 2 6 James Green 1 0 
A believer in the Trinity of F, Prichard 1 0 
three livings in one Parson 2 0 J. Rogers 10 


Note. I return my sincere thanks to my Bristol friends for the 
support which I -have received from them, and shall rely upon 
them, if that support should be again wanted. ’ 

R. C. 
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THE FIFTY-FOURTH ORATION, 


Being a Philippic on the’ Character of Christ, as maintained by 
the Bishop of London in his 5th Proposition. Delivered before 
the Christian Evidence Society, on Tuesday, January 24, 1826, 
by the Rev. Roperr Tayror, A. B. and M. R. C. S. Secretary 
to the Society. 


Tue Proposition. 


“ The character of Christ, as represented in the Gospel, affords very 
strong grounds for believing that he was a Divine Person.”—Summary of 
the Principal Evidences for the Truth and Divine Origin of the Christian 
Religion : by Beilby, late Lord Bishop of London. Printed for C. and J. 
Rivington, London, 1825. 


Mr. Chairman, Members of the Society of Christian Evidence, 
Ladies and Gentlemen -- 

1. By a decision of a quorum of the Committee, it was deter- 
mined to pass over the 4th proposition of our Right Reverend 
Author, concerning the Scriptures of the Old Testament, as less 
relevant to the evidences of the Christian religion, and to proceed 
immediately to the discussion of the 5th proposition, which pro- 

ounds the important subject of THe CHARACTER or CHRIST: 
and this, as the specific topic of this evening’s indagation, has 
been duly announced in the Society’s advertisement in the 
Examiner, and in other papers. According to the strict and 
logical precision which has ever regulated our method of argu- 
mentation, the proposition before us must be viewed independently 
of its relations to any other proposition, past or to come. We 
never dispute but one point at a time; and therefore, in the lan- 
guage of the law, ‘‘ dismissing from our minds all recollections 
of previous discussions,” we must now be understood to admit 
what heretofore we may have denied, and to receive as genuine 
and authentic those depositaries of our most holy faith, which ex- 
hibit to us the character which we are now to contemplate. 
“« The sublimity of our Lord’s doctrines, and the purity of his moral 
precepts,’ constituting the topic of a subsequent proposition, must 
fora like’reason of logical method, constitute no part of the pre- 
sent discussion. His character only, as represented in the Gospel, 
is now before us, and to the consideration of the character so re- 
presented, I shall religiously confine my observations. 

2. If ever an orator were justified in the common artifice of de- 
precating censure, or conciliating favour, by acknowledgments, of 
trepidation and difficulty, my agitations on the present occasion 
might call aloud on your indulgence: but I speak in the sacred 
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cause of truth, and in that cause it would. be well to fear. Truth 
is no baby’s food, and if we would get it from any one, it is our 
wit, as well as his, must play the man for it The only protection 
that I shall challenge therefore is, the justice of having it properly 
understood, that in and through this great argument | am ortho- 
dox; I hold no sentiments but such as become a Clergyman of 
the Church of England; and such as I know the best Clergymen 
of the Church of ‘England do hold: not, perhaps, in that shovel- 
hat, nor in the buttoned-sleeve—but under the waistcoat. I am 
the ‘advocate of the divinity of Christ, his unqualified, unmingled 

divinity, even his eternal power and Godhead. I recognize no 

Saviour but him who was and is * God of God, Light of light, 

Very God of very God;” and if in the superabundancy of this 
mine orthodoxy, which, you perceive, runs in the very letter of 
the law, I deny, at the same time, his divine mission, it is because 
I suppose that he could not send himself, and who else was there 
to send him ? 

3. It is this, my thrice-redoubted orthodoxy, that has pitted me 
in more especial opposition to that class of religionists who take 
the name of Unitarians; and who, in the consciousness that their 
crude, irrational faith will not bear the fair handling of honest in- 
vestigation, shrink from our challenge, and seek to cover the 
shame of their wicked cause by reflecting on our unsullied shield 
the spots and stains of that infidelity and scepticism, of which 
themselves alone are guilty. 

Yes, they whose incongruous and monstrous heresy outrages 
all sense of right and wrong, and levels all distinctions between, 
vice and virtue; who would have us put bitter for sweet, evil for 
good, and darkness for light; have set before us such a charac- 
ter as you shall now behold ; and bidding us apostatize from the 
Gods of our country, would have us recognize the messenger of 
Omnipotence in the Son of a carpenter. 

4. Be it understood then, thatit is the character of TuEeIR Jesus 
Christ, and not that of our Lord and Saviour, which I am about 
to exhibit; and here I cannot but regret that | am under the ne- 
cessity of differing toto celo from our good Bishop in the propo- 
sition before us, in which he has unhappily, by his unguarded and 
careless style of writing, lent so much countenance to the Unita- 
rian heresy. Indeed, with all the deference which, as a Clergy- 
man, I owe tu my ecclesiastical superior, | cannot see what busi- 
ness our Bishops have to write at all, since their creed and its 
emoluments are duly provided for by Act of Parliament—and no- 
thing can be more unreasonable than for the labourers of the 
Lord’s vineyard to be dabbling any longer in the dirty work after 
they have once pocketed the clean wages. In being obliged as I 
am to apply the name of Christ (merely for the argument’s sake) 
to the person so designated by my Unitarian opponents, I beg it 
may be understood, that as we ate warned in Scripture to. “ be- 
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ware of false Christs, and when any man shall say, Lo! here is 
Christ, or lo! there, to believe him not ;” so it is always a false 
Christ I speak of, when I allude to any other than Christ as by 
law established. And where it is certain that there are so many 
false Christs in the world, will any man tell me by what means we 
are to distinguish the true one, if it be not that which is set forth 
and appointed by his Majesty’s special command ? 

5. But the first-absurdity that meets us (and would to God, it 
were the last!) occurs in the enunciation of the proposition itself 
in implying that any degree of virtue found in mortal man could 
make that man a God, or (to limit ourselves to the words of our. 
text) could ‘ afford very strong grounds for believing that he was 
a divine person.” Divinity shall, if you please, make vice to be 
virtue, but virtue cannot make humanity divine. . Admit but this 
absurdity, and all the gods and goddesses of Pagan Rome, heroes 
and sages endued with extraordinary qualities, or by poets and 
historians represented to have been so endued, put in their equal 
claims on our idolatry; and we should have again, e Turba Deo- 
rum, millions of divine persons, 


‘** Such as the souls of cowards might conceive, 
And formed like tyrants, tyrants would believe.” 


Nay, the very virtues with which the Dissenters from our Holy 
Church would invest their idol, are fatal to the character that they 
ascribe to him. Were those virtues more than human, then was 
their possessor no man at all; were they merely human——then was 
such a man no better than he should be. Does it not then be- 
come us rational men to inquire whether they who have foisted the 
person upon us, .have not foisted the virtues too? And whether 
their Jesus of Nazareth was a whit more the kind of man than the 
kind of God that they have represented him to be. This inquiry 
is the more important, as it lies at the foundation of moral virtue, 
which cannot receive a more fatal wound than that which is given 
it by the consecrating of impiety, and setting up examples of vil- 
lainy and vice to challenge our imitation, to invite our respect, or 
to subdue our scorn. 

6. ‘“‘ The disciples (says our Right Reverend Author, by whom 
he means the Evangelists, who were not disciples), have given 
us no encomiums on the character of Christ.” What right then 
has any body else to do so? But to supply encomiums, that 
should surely haye come from another quarter. We are told, 
that “ his bitterest enemies allowed him to be beyond compari- 
son the wisest and most virtuous person that ever was in the 
world.” Why, what good-natured enemies his must have been ! 
O! this way of reckoning, it is they who pay him the highest ho- 
mage that are his deadliest foes. So, J shall not be of that 


number. 
No man would more scorn than I do, any sort of advantage 
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over a mere inaccuracy of language, but this instance of it im the 
style of a learned Prelate, demanded reprehension asa specimen of 
the measureless trash and balderdash that priests of the very 
highest rank will palm on the stupid flocks that go to church and 
chapel, to be made fools of, and get what they go for. No man 
could have spoken or written in this way to those whose under- 
standings he had respected. 

7. Be we more wary, then, and seeing that the Evangelists 
(the only historians we have to depend on) have passed no enco- 
mium on the character they have described; nor by any epithet 
intimated their own judgment, whether they thought it good or 
bad; let us vindicate the right that they have left us, and ** stand 
fast in the liberty wherewith Christ bath made us free,” Gal. v. I. 
J.et us seatch the Scriptures, and sée whether the Gospels contain 
a single expression to intimate that the writers of them ever in- 
tended that they should be believed by any body. And let us 
ask, Whether if any other writings in the world had entertained 
us with stories of a sort of vampire-man coming into the world 
and going out of it, contrary to all the laws of nature; convers- 
ing with demons; walking on the water; dancing on the clouds; 
feeding without food ; and dying without being dead—it would 
have been necessary for their authors more explicitly to state that 
THIS was A Romawnce,-for fear their sagacious readers should 
mistake it for truth. The sublime History of the Seven Cham- 
pions of Europe, the Tales of the Genii, and the Thousand and 
One Arabian Nights’ Entertainments, do not exactly tell us that 
they are not true, and yet the authors of them were not deceived 
themselves, nor did they intend to deceive others. 

8. But the truth is, that the original writers, as well as the mo- 
dern preachers of the Gospel, in all probability never believed it 
themselves Nor can the credulous laity assign any other reason 
for their faith than that acknowledged by the great Tertullian in 
the second century :—‘* We take the Gospel to be true because 
we know it to be false.” Credimus quia impossibile—We believe 
it because it is impossible.* But look at the ideal infancy, or 
imagined manhood; contemplate in his actions or sufferings, in 
his prosperity or adversity, the bearded Israelite, whom our Uni- 
tarians would substitute in the place of our blessed Saviour, and 
then appreciate if you can the outrage against God and virtue, the 
ravages against every just and amiable sentiment, committed in 
exhibiting such a character as the standard of moral perfection, 

9. As a Son! what mother that is, or may hereafter be, could 
venture to propose to her offspring the example of the filial charac- 


* Tertullian. ‘ We believe it, because it is impossible.” The passage 
in the original is much stronger than as thus loosely quoted. Since the 
venerable Saint acknowledges the Gospel History to be—sHAMEFUL and 
SILLY, as well as impossible——See Sember’s Edit. Hale Magdeburgice, 
vol. iii. p. 352. 
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ter of their Jesus? If to honour our parents be the first law of 
Nature, (and it is her first and dearest law) what say we to that 
impious youth, who in the presence of a public assembly did re- 
pulse with scorn the tender solicitudes of a fond, doating mother? 
{ urge not the rudeness of his reply, ‘‘ Woman, what have I to do 
with thee ?”* at a drunken marriage-feast, because his own state 
of intoxitation on that occasion may be pleaded in mitigation of 
his offence: but what plea cam excuse, what virtues can atone, the 
vanity and insolence of his conduct before the assembled doctors, 
in publicly taunting the frailty of his Mother with a biting gibe on | 
his own equivoeal legitimacy —“‘ How is it that yesought me, wist 
ye not that I must be about my Father’s business ?” A 

10. Yet we are told that “ his manners were gentle, mild, con- , 
descending, and gracious.” Who ever heard, before, of the con- [| 
descension of My Lord—born in the stable, bred in the kitchen; 
or of the graciousness of Thy Master of the Saw and Gimlet? 
or what thought Tney of his manners whom he drove with whips 
and scourges out of the temple; and when called on to shew by | © 
what authority he did such things, adduced a silly conundrum ig 
about his cousin John, to excuse his inability to pretend any | — 
authority whatever. t 2 

‘“When he was reviled, he reviled not again.” Yet did he 
give the lie direct to the magistrate of his country,t and de- 
nounced against them imprecations and curses, that horrify hu- 
manity and gall the -ounded ear. 

So very meek and humble was He, that, seater! but for once in 
his life on an asses back, and shouted after by the lowest rabble 
of the street, his ambition dreamed at once of sovereign power, 
and committed itself in that egregious haste, that “ if those greasy 
rogues that followed him should hold their peace, the very stones. 
would strike up a pean to his royalty.”—Luke, chap.~ xix. v. 40. 

11. And so did his heart overflow with benevolence and phi- 
lanthropy to the whole human race; that for their sakes He came 
to send fire on earth, and to proclaim the consolatory doctrines of 
a future state of rewards and punishments; the punishments in- 
evitable as fate; rewards not worth a ticket in the broad 
road, and the wider gate, through which lottery almost every 






















































* « Woman what have I'to do with thee?”—2 John 4. The original is 
not so harsh an expression as our translation has rendered it. ‘lhe occa- 
sion and circumstances naturally plead for the very sorrEST sense that cat 
be put upon it, as the intoxication of the guests, is expressed jn the strong- 
est word in the Greek language ; and the words, “ when men have well drunk,” 
would have been more faithfully rendered—when men are dead dtunk.— 
Anacreon, Ode 26. _ 

"+ John, chap. xviii. v. 55—“ And if I should say I know him not, I 
shall be a liar like unto you.”—Marthew, chap. xxiii. v. 33, “ Ye serpents, 
ye generation of vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of hell.”—Read 

the whole chapter, and its parallel in Luke, chap: xxi., and never go to 

Billingsgate to learn eloquence. 
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body must be shovelled into destruction; and the narrow alley, 
and the crimping turnstile that presents the forlorn hope of sal- 
vation to none but the Anatomie Vivante. Hell-fire is large 
enough to swallow the universe, but the Kingdom of Heaven was 
like unto a grain of mustard seed. 

As for his,own_ personal character, though our Clergy tell us 
that his enemies, who were the drollest enemies that ever man 
had, did not, and could not, deny that they could fiad in him no 
fault at all: vet when we come to inquire of his enemies them- 
selves, they tell us that he was a gluttonous man, anda wine 
bibber; but, mayhap, our Clergy don’t look on things of that 
sort to be any fault at all. \ 

i2. Should. I trace this creature of Unitarian priestcraft through 
the accredited legends of his decline and ruin, I should have to 
exhibit to you, not the glorious spectacle of 


‘A brave man struggling with the storms of fate, 
And nobly falling with a falling State,” 


but a pitiful, drivelling wretch —quailing and fretting at the con- 
templation of the just punishment his crimes had brought upon him 
in agonies and tears that would disgrace the baby ofa girl. And 
shall the Roman and the Grecian name be forgotten, or must we 
be insensible to the innumerable instances of magnanimity and 
fortitude that our own British anuals afford; that we must needs 
learn those’virtues in the Garden of Gethsemane, from the for- 
lorn desponding visionary, who, if he may not be considered as 
more than man, was less than man—in life a bravo, and in death 
a coward. 

13. Nor do the enemies of our blessed Saviour succeed in their 
attempt to dig up one poor virtue out of the accumulated vices of 
their false Christ, to justify their schism, or to palliate their he- 
resy, by pretending that their Galilean felon at last prayed for his 
murderers since it was not till then he prayed for them, when his 
own 1 gle plight too late had taught him that prayers were of 
no avail, aes i 

My tender feelings, and the moral habit which I have ever im- 
posed on those feelings, never to let my mind contemplate 
crimes and horrors of any sort, forbid my reference to that ex- 


. Pression of despair and blasphemy, that Eloi Eloi Lama Sabac- 


thani, with which the Nazarene breathed forth his guilty soul ; 
thus by death sealing up the character and career of as bad a 
man as fiction ever feigned, or folly credited, , 

14. I drop the frightful picture which I have exhibited, and 
which nothing but a heartfelt love of truth, and of mankind, 
could have emboldened me to exhibit—not, I hope, to wound the 
feelings of the most delicate piety, nor to give to one virtuous in- 
dividual a moment’s uneasiness, but to awaken the dormant mind 
lo exertion and inquiry, and to engage you “ to search the Scrip- 
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tures,” not with my eyes, nor anybody else’s, but with your own, 
to see whether the Jesus Christ of the Pulpit, and the Jesus 
Christ of the Book, have any relation to each other. I opine, 
that you shall discover, that for every virtue which your priests 
‘ascribe to the man Jesus, he will be found to have been originally 
characterized, by the directly opposite vice, for as the original 
Jesus Christ was rudely sculptured in the bearded Majesty, to 
suit the taste of his ourang outang worshippers, he would never 
have been preserved to our time, had not our priests shaved him 
and trimmed him, new double gilt his thunderbolt, and puttied 
up the cracks and crannies which time and civilized idolatry has 
made in his rotten Godhead, so that our perfect gentleman ofa 
Jesus, is as superior to the grim savage of Galilee as Hyperion 
toaSatyr. And what harm of this? Surely onr ancestors had 
as great a right to cut their Jesus to their liking as we to ours, 
and a dog with us would have been a God to them. 

15..To the Scriptures—to the Sacred Scriptures, I make my 
last appeal. Never have I put forth a sentiment in these assem- 
blies without having previously assured myself that it was sup- 
ported by Scriptural authority, and if, as a Protestant Divine, 
{ reprobate the intolerance of that Church, which would, for so 
many ages, have kept the sacred treasure from us, must I not re- 
probate that worse than Papal tyranny that would prevent our 
making the right use of it now itis ours. The truth on’t is, that 
rogues all has been the cause wherever religion has been concerned 
—the only difference is, that the Popish rogues were afraid of our 
reading the book—the Protestant rogues are afraid of our under- 
standing it. Those would have kept the horse in the stable, and 
these won’t let us ride him now he is out, or we must ride for- 
sooth, o’ their fashion, with our faces to the cru per, lest we 
should see too much, and too far on the dirty road that he would 
ous us. 

ho else would have ever dreamed of paying any sort of reli- 
gious homage to one of woman born, who had believed, that God 
himself, in the 43d of his prophet, Isaiah had said, “ J, even J, 
am the Lord, and beside me there is no Saviour.” Or who could 
have mistaken it for piety.and religion, to have believed the doc- 
trines of a crucified thief in defiance of God’s tremendoug denun- 
ciation in Jeremiah, chap. xvii.—‘* Cursed is he that putteth his 
trust in man, and maketh flesh his arm.” 

16. But what mustbe the moral effects; what are the visible effects 
of thus dissenting from our Holy Church, and taking a religion 
from any other than the constituted authorities? What, but to 
make those who do so, stupid, miserable, and wicked. What 
justand noble sentiment—-what feeling worthy of a man, could 
any longer lodge in that base heart; that could subscribe its own 
dishonour, confess itself sinful, and accept a beggarly salvation 
through the merits of another? « Ignominy in ransom and free 
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pardon, are of two houses: lawful mercy is nothing of kin to foul 
redemption.” - Add but—the consummation of all horrors, that 
that redemption was purchased by blood; the bloody sacrifice of 
helpless innocence to tyrannic power; and the slave that would 

o to heaven, by such means, is fit ‘‘ ripe for murder, sacrilege, 
and plot.” He is—he must bea villain, and it is his religion 
makes him such. Awake!—Awake insulted man, or be for ever 
fallen !! 





TO MR. R. CARLILE, FLEET STREET, LONDON, 





Sir, Nottingham, Jan. 22, 1826. 

I HAVE put down a few thoughts which you can publish or not, 
as you think proper. Itis not my province to be an author, nei- 
ther do I know my own language, the abhorrence [ have to 
priests, &c. caused me to write the inclosed. I admire your Re- 
publican, and shall like it better when you have made it more 
palatable to the common taste, as I wish it to be more exten- 
sively read by all classes, and which I see you will do, if there 
are no more actions commenced against you. Yours is a great 
conquest, the greatest one achieved by mortal man, save the art 
of printing. Ihave inclosed £1 for the Newgate Heroes, and 
£1 for yourself. It will serve them to drink on the 30th inst. I 
am your and their friend and admirer, and your and their con- 
stant reader. I am such a bad grammarian, that you must not 
know my name. 





Ix Doctors Commons the question is often asked, ‘ was the tes- 
tator of sound mind and memory ;” according to the Christian 
doctrine we are taught to believe an immortal soul is something ; 
yet nothing to be seen, felt, &c.. How ridiculous to ask if the 


soul is ill or well. How can immortality be diseased. The ho- 


' nest use of language would be to ask if the nature of the disease 


on the body was such as to injure the force, power, and combi- 
nation of the mind. The whole train of nervous diseases affect 
the mind, more or less; according to the extent of the disease; 
some acting on the brain or spinal marrow produce various de- 
grees of madness. I have never witnessed the same individual 
80 good a judge of all his local concerns when in ill health as the 
same person was when in good health. How nature. always 
speaks the truth. Ask any person in ill health a question they 
could answer promptly in good health and they immediately re- 
ply, fam so unwell I cannot think it over properly now, let it 
remain'a few days, or until I am better.” How ridiculous it 
No. 4. Vox. XIII. 





114 _ THE REPUBLICAN. 
would seem for them to say: I can think, advise, and give a cor- 
rect opinion just as well now, although my body is diseased, be- | 
cause my soul being free from any attack of illness is of course 
at ease. The fact seems to be, as the material parts of our body 
are by disease tending to disorganization, so are the powers of 
thinking correctly, rendered more and more difficult. When our 
friends are ill and seem wiser and quicker in their conceptions 
than usual, always inform the doctor that he may consult the 
state of the pulse, as the immortal soul is always mad when the 
pulse is 150. Does this not prove that it has also a tendency to 
disease? The fact seems to be that certain combinations of mat- 
ter are acted upon by certain diseases, and (like combinations in 
machinery from the clock to the steam engine) produce different 
results. Say, the’clock strikes, the man talks, the steam works, 
the horse works, the man’s tongue is paralized, the spring of the 
hammer is broken, the engine is worn out, the horse is lame 
beyond cure. In all these things I can only see the very regu- 
lar operation of nature. I don’t say what nature is, or where she 
resides, because I should be running the risk of lying. The con- 
juror or priest both will pretend to tell for money, but neither 
without. The conjuror who is the original priest, attempted too 
much like Moses who was quite equalled by the Egyptian priest. 
If Moses, was the only true and powerful God theirs was very 
nearly equal to him in power, but not in cruelty. Witness the 
death of all Egypt’s first born, as Egypt at that time containcd 
30 millions of people. To return, the conjuror attempted to prove 
his connexion with superior spirits by slight of hand tricks, and 
was outdone by the common people. Next comes a man who 
found the conjuror had risked too much, and called it a puzzle, 
deceit, &c., and said to the poor and needy people, I address my 
God with sacrifices, prayers, humiliation, sackcloth, ashes, &c. 
by which I can obtain favours from my God, and while I am oc- 
cupied in the holy work you can follow your vocations. You 
must pay me a small sum each, and I will continue to pray for 
you, that youmay continueto have health and good luck, or plainly 
speaking, a profitable concern. Good industrious managers were 
successful ; bad,- unsuccessful. To the bad manager, the man now 
called a priest, would say, “ you have some secret sin,'confess it 
to me, and I will endeavour to get it pardoned.” And after a 
strict enquiry into his affairs, gives him some advice which pro- 
duces good fortune next time, but cunnin ly attributes it all to 
his prayers, &e. &e. and the confession =» G secret sin, (how- 
ever trifling the sin was),so both continue to employ the priest that 
they may have a continued good fortune. So the intended farce 
Rn te on rom generation to generation, until their utility is 
; nowledged on all hands. Then, some lucky mortal by 
rade, or some successful king in slaughter gives out of his store 
or spoil to the man of prayer, &c. &c. an estate, till from being 
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dependent, like the heathen priest on gifts, they became real own- 
ers of large estates, and of course obtain laws made to preserve 
them, and protect the means by which they were gotten. Witness 
Mr. Carlile shut up in a prison for six years, for saying the means 
by which the priest is enriched, is not according to common 
sense. Conjuror, witch, sybil, wizard ,seer, prophet, were all depen- 
danton gifts, as our fortune-tellers are now-a-days. Now comes a 
riest under the name of Curate, Rector, Dean or Bishop, to 
which add, Magistrate, all independent of gifts. Here then 
begins strife for the good things of this world, and, as in 
common affairs, you must have value received for your money, 
the priests have made souls and souls sin, which they now profess 
to get cured for your money on the estate called tithes, &c. ; 
these strifes become to the people hateful, then steps in a cun- 
ning knave called a Dissenter, who says, I will cure your soul’s 
sins, and you shall, if you like my method ofcure, pay me any 
thing or nothing ; very fair this seems, but as business has some 
opposition the rich Dissenter likes his minister to look fat, fair, 
and comely. The other sects follow. Sothese sneaking humbugs 
begin trade with fair promises, and take 20/. to 2 or 300/. per 
year, as they can get it, for these imitators of the meek and holy 
Jesus, will condescend to take £5 sooner than nothing. If man 
has an immortal part, a pure spirit, part of the everlasting winds, 
then as purity is perfection they would I hope, of course, resist 
allsuch imposition. It is paying a man to throw dust into your 
eyes ; a pure spirit should be able to resist such murderous, ob- 
scene, cruel tales ; while the educated, regular, parish “priest is 
fast setting aside by these canting knaves, and mankind fol- 
low with avidity any thing new. I have but little hope of curing 
their evil cancerous souls; out of these tales arise wars and all 
legal murders. IfGod (permits the devil and of course first made 
him) the priest makes these two not unlike two knaves who con- 
trive to rob you, unless you will purchase from them an exemp- 
tion at their own price. IfJ were God Almighty, and the devil 
caused meas muchjtrouble as in a certain book it is said he does, 
I would put an extinguisher over the mouth of hell and damp him 
and all his wicked troublesome crew out. I would not let him 
take millions a year of my subjects, created for my pleasure, and 
roast them on gridirons without any fat, or suffocate them like 
bees with brimstone. No, I would have said 5,000 years ago, 
you author of all priests, wars, murders, rapes, cloghers, taxes, 
tythes, and/all other crimes of every sort and kind, here shall 
you cease toact. I have been troubled with you long enough ; 
or might he not have made a Lord Lieutenant of him over some 
of the planets, any way he should not outdome in my own. He 
offers all the pleasures of life to hell, I have only prayers entire to 
self-denial, &c. to entice heaven, all which are unpleasant in this 
life. I would change the scene. I would give all the pleasures of life 
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to “my followers, or make the road to heaven dependent ont he 

usage of pleasures, not on the refusal, and the road to hell, self- 

denial, circumcisions, fasting, cells, sackcloth, ashes, &c. 

The Christian religion threw the world of intellect back full 
2000 years, the heathen, or what I call the most rational religion, 
employed inferior deities, or lesser gods, Holus, god ofthe winds, 
Neptune, god of the waves, Ceres, god of corn, Bacchus, god of 
the vires, down to their own household Gods, (like our dogs to 
take care of the premises.) Who does not admire a farge estab- 
lishmentin business, which, when well conducted, hasan overlook 
over each department on whose fidelity and attention each 
partfor success depends. They admitted a Jove, or head deity, 
who called to account /Eolus, Neptune, Ceres, or Bacchus; if 
the wind, waves, corn, and wine departments, was not very suc- 
cessful, and from them expected reasonable answers why it was 
so. If Bacchus charged Holus with blowing down his vines, 
Jove admonished olus of the necessity of more care in future, if 
his place was of any value to him, all which carries an air of pro- 
bability with it. But the Christian deity is every where, so that 
a hair of your head cannot fall without his knowledge. If so, 
why then tell him in long prayers, every little matter morning 
and evening. The heathen led us on to Atheism; the increase 
of knowledge in the science of astronomy would have told us 
that Jesus’ ascension to heaven could not yet be completed for 
want of time unless he went more rapid than the ball from the 
cannon’s mouth. 

_“ Death-bed repentances,” what are they as proofs of the reli- 
gion of Christianity, being absolutely necessary? How many 
good men and Christians, when ill of fevers, swear and use vi0- 
lent language, which when in health they never used, and would 
be ashamed to think of? Yet if a Materialist lets one word es- 
cape, which is only the dregs of early education, it is considered as 
a proof thathe is miserable, in body and mind, and must go to 
hell. A man’s opinion when he Is. in good health is the only 
proof of his faith. When priest, wife, children and friends sur- 
round the bed of the dying person, and that person’s faith is at 
variance with theirs and the priests interest, they will with pray- 


ers and tears, and intreaties, perhaps through the weakness of 


his body, cause an unguarded word to escape him, which they 
take care to emblazon forth as signs of his recantation. As as- 
tronomy is well understood, and printing makes the knowledge 
- public, what becomes of the following expressions contained in a 

certain book. 

Heaven his throne, and The stool turns. round, so I 
earth his footstool. suppose heaven does also. 

And the windows of heaven It seems as if heaven had a 
were opened, and the fountains deal of water in it, Quere. Any 


. the great deep were broken ships, colonies, or commerce. 
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And the devil taketh Jesus 
up into a high mountain, and 
shewed him the kingdoms of the 
world, and the glory thereof. 

And the city, the New Jeru- 
salem, was 400 cubits square, 
and the streets of pure gold, 
as it were transparent glass. 
It had twelve gates. Why 
gates? I suppose to keep the 


The inspired writer of this did 
not know that the globe was 
round. Curious inspiration. 


Bad for tender eyes, who po- 
lished, cast, and laid the floors ? 
No scarcity of work it seems. 


So, as the old women say, we 
are never safe. 


devil out. 
Horses, armour, trumpets, 
&c. in heaven. 


Who bred and feeds them, 
makes armour, trumpets, &c.? [ 
have no objection to horses 
being in heaven when we seeso 
many asses claim a right to go 
there. 

His disposition is the nature 
of man, not of a patient, mer- 


ciful, long suffering deity. 


The old book says, ‘‘ I the 
Lord, thy God, am a jealous 
God, visiting the sins of the 
Father upon the children to the 
third and fourth generation. of. 
them that hate bim.” 

Jehovah, it says, has eyes 
like a flame of fire, and hair as 
white as wool. I have not seen 
Carlile’s picture. | 
. To all mankind, [I say, be sober, horest, and industrious; 
first taking care of your health, then you bear a proper respect 
towards each other, and contribute, when necessary, to each 
others happiness; so will your children be brought up with good 
examples, which will last long; the priest will not be wanted in 
your habitations ; the doctor seldom; the lawyer never; the bug- 
bear of devil, hell, &c. will wear out, aud the real millenium will 
then commence of happiness in this world. I do not suppose 
there will be no difficulties or troubles, but when an honest man - 
has done all that is possible, circumstances considered, to prevent 
evil, then his friends will be numerous, and his burthen lightened. 
Now they sin that grace may abound. Drinking much tends to the 
disorganization of the frame, and shortens life in the great majo- 
tity of cases. Therefore, if lifeisshortened by excesses, how can 
the prayers of a priest undo that, which, by a violation of Nature’s 
aws, is done: viz. diseases produced—life shortened. My ad- 
vice 1,,,.work moderately and regularly; drink but little strong 

rink; eat but little of animal food; make your own bread ; brew 
your own beer, which will be using genuine oil to.your machine, 
or how can you expect it to go on well. Keep your machine re- 
gular, and moderately cool; if you heat it too much the blood 


I should call it old and very 
ugly—even frightful. 
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rushes too fast to the head or heart, and renders you liable to 
many diseases—such as apoplexy, inflammations, &c. Make good 
use of this life (a bird in hand is worth two in the bush): this is 
heaven; these are the Elysian fields (the priests think so) ; try 
to live; regret to leave it, and then you pay your Author honour. 
The authors ‘of the book called ‘‘ Holy,” made their heaven 
have gold and diamonds in it, which on earth are much inferior to 
good health and competency. Golden streets, and diamond gates, 
are not half so pleasant as fields and flowers in spring. Health, 
sobriety, and industry, lead towisdom and competency. Wisdom 
arises from observations well arranged in the mind, with memory 
to retain them ; the body cool and temperate, to call them into ac- 
tion, and arrange them in new dispositions, to draw therefrom 
just conclusions according as the case requires. Reader, this 
world is heaven and health; knowledge, industry, and compe- 
tency, are the Elysian fields, The more you keep from priestly 
domination, the happier you will be. Never let your children 
read a certain book; if you do, they will learn, that all crimes of 
the blackest, cruellest sort (witness David and Uriah) ‘and obsce- 
‘nity, such as would disgrace a brothel, have been practised by 
those men most extolled in it. That all crimes may be forgiven 
by prayer and priestly interference, they can at all times gain 
pardon, and get to heaven on as good terms as those who have 
been the best of men and women. Teach them that murder and 
cruelty can never be forgiven, if life has been destroyed, which no 
power can restore; and that robbery can only be compensated by 
a restoration of property. Teach them sound morals, and there 
will be but few cases of crime; but while the gailows is the high- 
way to bliss, and the sure way to heaven, why need we wonder at 
crime increasing. The man who commits a murder knows exactly 
when he must die, and can, as they term it, prepare; while the 
honest, industrious man, who is killed by the fall of a stack of 
chimneys, is, as the Christian priests teach, rushed into the pre- 
sence of his Maker with all his sins upon his head. What a 
wretched creed. What will not priests teach for money. Take 
away the money, and I am sure we should soon have common 
sense restored. The priests tell us they are called to the Holy 
Office by a divine call; and those who are translated from one 
see to another say they are called.- I always observe, that the 
Churchman never hears a call unless there is 50I. a-year, or more, 
benefited by attending to the call; and the more money the better 
they like the call. As to those things, called Dissenting Ministers, 
they will hear a call for 5\. peryear. Idle, detestable vagabonds ! 


But in all cases the Christian’s God might call very long before . 


he would be heard, 


if th 
for him. ere were no more money called salary 
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«A GOD FOR A SHILLING!”—LAST DAY OF THE EX- 
HIBITION! WHO’LL BUY, WHO’LL BUY A “GOD 
FOR A SHILLING !” 





My God has made the people of London more religious than 
they would have otherwise been. They now think and talk seri- 
ously of that which before was a mere matter of ceremonial obser- 
vation. My object has been effected. I have made them enquire 
as well as talk about this phantom of the imagination. Agreeably 
tomy promise, I find the Hilary Term begun, and nothing said 
about prosecutions, and Saturday next will be the last day of the 
exhibition, if the fanatics abstain from any particular acts of ruf- 
fianism on the subject. On Tuesday last, two well-dressed ruf- 
fians watched the shopman out of the shop, and on entering and 
finding no one there but a boy, one of them tore down and de- 
stroyed the large painting that was in the window. The boy did 
all he-could to stop them; but the Christian ruffians knocked him 
down twice, once inside the shop, and again outside, and made. 
off. We have a better one painted, and this shall be the result of 
every act of violence of the kind. Saturday will be the last day of 
the exhibition ; on the before stated conditions ; but we shall keep 
the God by us as a bugaboo, ready to be put forth to frighten 
the Christians when they are naughty. 

The past week has produced other measures with regard to the 
“God.” Either a Serjeant Firth, or Serjeant Marshall, a Bar- 
rister, some papers say the one, and some the other, applied to 
the Lord Mayor for his interference. The following is a report of 
the matter from “‘ The Morning Herald :”— 


‘Mansion Howse. 


Mr. Serjeant Firth came to the Justice Room in the course of Saturday, 
to complain that public yo pea was insulted, and the public peace in dan- 
ger of being violated, by the exhibition of a blasphemous picture in the 


_ window of Carlile’s shop, in Fleet-street.. 


The Lord Mayor said he, was well convinced that all the owner of that 
shop sought was the public attention, which he hoped to obtain by being 
censured by the Chief Magistrate. In this hope, that person should be 
disappointed, as unless a breach of the peace, or obstruction should 
= place near the shop, the exhibition should pass without notice from 

m. 

Mr. Hobler said, that this man had sent a copy of the picture to the 
late Lord Mayor, who thought it shocking; but as the words of Scripture 
were used in it, did not see that a prosecution could be instituted 
against it. 

The Lord Mayor said, it should be left to the disgust and contempt 
which well-regulated minds must feel for such a course of proceeding. 

: The Officers stated to his Lordship that there was often an obstruction 
on the foot-path, but no serious breach of the peace ; and the Lord Mayor 


desired that they should take care that nothing of the kind occurred with- 
out interfering. 3 
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How silly this book, the Bible, makes all these little great men 
in authority appear. They may well wish themselves well rid of 
it. Here is Mr. Hobler made to say that the Lord Mayor thought 
certain texts of Scripture shocking, and because they were shock- 
ing could not be the subject of a prosecution! By the bye, it is 
not true that I sent a print tothe Lord Mayor. I sent one to the 
King; but no man in authority under him would be worth my no- 
tice for such a purpose. And as for the censure or praise of Mr. 
Lord Mayor Venables, I neither fear the former, nor value or 
court the latter. I do nothing with reference to-the authorities 
of the City. My game is the Vice Society, the Attorney-Gene- 
ral, and such fanatics as can be so silly as to be annoyed by my 
movements. All these I have beaten into something like forbear- 
ance from persecution, and henceforth I will try to make them 
friends, if mild instruction will produce any effect upon them, 
The print of their God sha!l be removed from the window ; but 
they ought to send the glazier to repair the windows whichthey 
have, assassins like, shattered in the dark. 

If the above report be a true one, the Sergeant, who made the 
application, must be a simpleton. He says, the print is blasphe- 
mous! The Lord Mayor’s adviser says, the print is a mere copy 
from the Scripture: which is equal to saying, that the Sergeant 
had blasphemed the Bible, in calling these texts of Scripture, 
and the sketch from them blasphemous. Blasphemy is a cry gone 
out of fashion. The word has changed its meaning. None but 
the lowest of simpletons, men and women who cannot discern 
the public feeling upon any matter, now use it. Blasphemy has 
the same relation to morality as praise or veneration : if the object 
blasphemed be evil, the blasphemy is good : if the object revered 
be evil, the praise or veneration is evil. 

Next comes the Editor of the “ Age,” as a champion for omn- 
potence personified! This ‘* Age” is a paper trying to gain, like 
the “‘ John Bull,” a circulation, by the most false and base at- 
tacks upon individuals, private character, &c. Let us see what 
it has to say for the “* God for a Shilling.” 


We have a whole host of societies of the most public and pious description 
—anti-vice Societies, reformation Societies, anti-libel Societies, tract-So- 
cieties, &c. Never was virtue so social ; never was apeople provided with 
SO ee vigilant, subscribing, and speech-making guardians of national 
morality. 

We have a whole host of police-officers, patroles, conservators, and con- 
stables, under the secular arm of the most notoriously active, vigorous, use- 
ful, and accomplished magistracy that the world has ever seen, or ever 
will see, after the decease of that accomplished personage Sir Richard 
Birnie! We have a Bow-street head-quarters of Justice and Law, which 
costs, in the Parliamentary returns, twelve thousand pounds a year, to say 
nothing of fees; and in the train of this establishment, a. dozen judicial 
outposts of civilization, with salaries of eight hundred pounds per annum 
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each, to a crowd of subsidiary dispensers of good manners and purified 
morality. 

As the rear-guard of this judiciary levee, en masse, we have Aldermen, 
Lord Mayors, Sheriffs, and whole corporations of protectors of every thing 
praiseworthy. Never was the preventive and ae department of civic 
administration in a more flourishing, well-fed, and voluminous condition. 
Yet, in the teeth of all this armament, we have a miscreant tinker exhibit- 
ing, month by month, in*the most public thoroughfare of this virtue-fur- 
nished city, absolutely the most infamous and shocking libel conceivable, 
upon the highest of all objects of homage. Other men caricature kings and 

riests, and are punished for it, promptly and properly—Carlile strikes 
Licher, and caricatures the Erernat Gop !!—caricatures him professedly, 
with explanatory mottoes, and elucidations of this sort: ‘ Christians! be- 
hold your God !—A Gop For a SurtLiinc!!” 

The print itself being the most monstrous compound of offensive and 
burlesque features and forms that was ever committed to paper—yet no 
magistrate interferes to abate this nuisance. Of its being a libel, in the 
strictest sense of the word, there is no doubt whatever—Christianity is a 
portion of the law of the land, and the most important portion, Insult to 
public worship, and the objects of public worship, is legally punishable. If 
a libel thus distorting and vilifying the figures of the poorest wretch that 
walks the streets, were thus published, he would have his legal rights of 
retribution. Yet this disgusting and appalling display remains untouched 
for the admiration and perversion of the rabble. Private indignation can- 
not touch it; but we have no hesitation in pronouncing, that, next to the 
wretched aud undone miscreant who has committed this crime in the bit- 
terness and frenzy of his hatred to our religion and our God, the next 
guilty are those ‘authorities, which suffer the existence of this public atro- 
city. 


This fellow, he or she, says, that ‘‘ Christianity is a portion of 
the law of the land, and the most important portion.” Can he 
tell us, who made Christianity a portion of the law of theland, 
and when, and by what means it was so made. If his Christianity 
bea divine institution, how can it’ be made a portion of human 
law? If not divine; why worth the protection of human law? If 
the Editor of the “‘ Age” can give an answer to either query, he 
shall not pass for a fool to the readers of ‘“ The Republican.” 
Had he said,that “ Christianity is a portion of the land, and the 
most important portion,” he would have been near the truth; but 
the land, the property which makes up Christianity, the tithes, of- 
ferings, &c., and the law of the land, are two distinct things? He 
Says, too, that, it is, without doubt, a libel. A libel upon what ? 
A libel upon the Bible? Or a libel upon the ignorance of the ad- 
mirers Of the Bible? Letthe Editor of the ‘* Age” define what 
Is the Christianity of the Law, and what is the legal object of pub- 
lic worship, then I will proclaim his legal wisdom, and cease to be 
a blasphemer. 

“ Caricatures the eternal God!” Whatis it, to be caricatured ? 
I caricature nothing, Mr. Editor of the “ Age”—I dislike carica- 
tures, and deal in nothing but the most plain representations, 
: €“ God for a Shilling” has no relation to any thing in existence 

ut itself; still it is your God ; still it is the God of all Jews and 
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all Christians; and still it pourtrays your ignorance, and your 


folly. 

Good bye, my Lord Mayor; good bye, Mr. Hobler.; good bye, 
Mr. Sergeant Marshall or Firth; good bye, Mr. Editor of the 
“ Age,” and good bye to the “* God for a Shilling.” 

R. C. 





MR. MURRAY’S “ REPRESENTATIVE.” 





Tue first number of this paper corresponds with the character 
which I anticipated last week: it is very like ‘‘ The Republican,” 
in its political principles, and such as, twenty years ago, would 


have been called decidedly seditious and antimonarchical. It is. 


thus that good principles triumph over those that are bad, 
and thus that reform works its way. ‘‘ The Representative” 
comes out with all the ostentation of a ministerial organ and 
seems to be the echo of the sentiments which are attributed to 
what is called the liberal part of the present administration of 
government. There is scarcely a sentence in a long leading arti- 
cle of four columns but to which I could subscribe my name, 
The following are specimens :— 

‘“* We have said, that we contemplate no immediate interrup- 
tion of the general tranquillity: but we by no means close our 
eyes to the incessant working of many elements of future convul- 
sion among some of the nations of the continent of Europe. Let 
us hope that the governments of these countries may have the 
wisdom and the power to comprehend the necessities of the times, 
and to comply with what these demand cautiously and deliberately, 
but fairly, honestly, and truly. Let us hope that gradual reform 
may be called in, to avert, for it alone can do so, the curse of 
revolution.” 

These are truly republican sentiments, and they mark an admi- 
rable progress in the effect of comparatively free discussion in 
this conntry. The next paragraph speaks of the preference of 
representative over monarchical systems of government and hopes 
that the former will progress; improve, and be extended where 
they are now much wanted. The fifth begins thus:— 

“* That any considerable parts of the great and highly intellectual 
German nation should be, in these days, governed as they are, is 
certainly a matter alike of wonder and regret; but that some of them 
can continue to be so much longer, we are sure no rational person, 
either in Germany or in England, believes. Our own conviction 
is, that the princes now at the head of these governments, are 
thoroughly persuaded of the necessity of some change, and that 
their personal wishes are all on the side of the happiness of the 
people. An obstinate, bigoted, and almost absolute knot of aris- 
tocracy is, we have no doubt, the only real enemy to freedom in 


the German dominions of the upright : 
Austria.” pright and amiable Emperor of 
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The progress and prospect of improvement in Prussia is men- 
tioned, and in speaking of the cause of the Greeks, we are let 
into the political secret, that Lord Cochrane is about to take the 
paces of a naval force fitting out in America for them. The 
state of Spain is thus contrasted :— | 

“ Spain appears to have sunk into a state almost inconsistent 
with the existence of any hope on the part even of her most san- 
guine observers; no energy left, except in cruel orgasms of poli- 
tical madness; no repose except that of utter exhaustion, and the 
last apathy of despair.” 

I must confess, that I think this paper was wanted. Though 
we have a multitude of daily papers, they are exceedingly vapid 
and scarcely legibly endurable to any thing but a dull mind. 

In speaking of ‘‘ The Representative,” I wish to be understood 
as comparing it with such papers as the ‘*‘ New Times, ‘* Morning 
Post,” “‘ Courier,” ‘‘ Sun,” and the string of that kind, rather 
than with the papers called “ opposition or liberal papers.” The 
“ New Times” has been long veering round to the point which. 
“ The Representative” has assumed ; but the paticular view which 
I take of the latter is, that it is exclusively the avowed organ of 
the bulk of the present ministers, and started too under a dissa- 
tisfaction with, or a rejection of, the pre-existing papers as organs. 
Even in what are called the “‘ opposition or liberal papers,” there 
is a dullness intolerable and ill-suited to the taste of the times ; 
and if ‘“‘ The Representative” continues as it has begun in its two 
first numbers, it will be deservedly the best, and best supported 
paper in the country. 

The leading canis of No. 2, is on the paper-money system, its 
mischiefs, and its difficulties, and is pregnant with sound views 
of its subject. It is so good that I insert the whole. 


“ The administration of Home Affairs has been of late years 
almost as popular in this country as that of the Foreign Depart- 
ment. But at present the wisdom of the system upon which Go- 
vernment has been acting in many important matters of a domes- 
lic nature, begins to be widely and most seriously questioned. 
While the Ministry have the opposition party in Parliamerit with 
them as to these points, and a powerful proportion of the high 


' Tory interest, and of the high Tory press against them; others 


again, take a third view of the matter. According to these, Go- 
vernment and the Legislature have equally pledged themselves to 
a particular system : that system is a new one: it is now on trial, 
and will certainly not be. abandoned until time and opportunity 
for a fair and full trial of it have been given. In their opinion 
such time and such opportunity have not as yet been afforded. 
We doubt if many praczical men belong to this last party, but 
shall take an early opportunity of more fully stating the results to 
which our own observation has led us. 


“ In the meantime, the recent convulsion among the bankers, 
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and its present effects upon the merchants and traders, and so 
downwards, forms a specific subject, which must engage the imme- 
diate attention of Parliament. 

‘“ Men, equal in talent and intelligence, and who have appa- 
rently enjoyed equal means of observation, profess openly opi- 
nions the most various—nay, the most opposite—in regard to the 
origin of these distresses. As to their extent, all candid persons 
are agreed. The sudden declaration of hostilities with any power 
or powers—the stoppage of the Bank itself—the landing of a new 
Buonaparte in Sussex—nay, the actual investment of the metro- 
polis, by a besieging army—could scarcely, we verily believe, 
have produced greater consternation than we witnessed a few 
weeks ago in the City of London: and this terror has since been 
diffused throughout every corner of England. The mental miser 
undergone here has been very great: and the real tangible suffer- 
ing and privation among the lower classes, in many districts, have 
been frightfully so. 

— © And yet what was the situation of affairs immediately before 
this? No political movement had occurred: vast commercial ac- 
livity prevailed : our labouring classes, agricultural and manufac- 
turing, were employed: our shipping was carrying profitable 
freights: an abundant harvest had removed not only the cause, 
but the existence of complaint, from among our farmers. And 
yet—from end to end, and at once, this country has been thrown 
into a state of perfect convulsion. 

“ Itis of no use for practecal people to enter into any discus- 


sion as to this, or indeed as te any subject,-with one set of our 


theorists. They indeed make short work of the whole matter. 
According to them, the country was at the height of its popula- 
tion, wealth, power, and intelligence before the Reformation from 
Popery; and all our commercial difficulties now arise from the 
existence of a large National Debt,—Bankers, and a paper cur- 
rency—none of which evils, they say, existed in that happy era. 
And what are the remedies? Have no circulation but gold and 
silver: have no Banks whatever: they all but speak out the third 
advice—wipe out the National Debt—in other words—Revolu- 
tionize England. 

_“ Neither is it necessary to spend many words upon a very 
different set of persons who content themselves with saying, that 
the panic has been a mere panic. They assure us that a London 
banking: house stopped a great establishment of the same kind in 
Yorkshire, when, if they had waited a little (some say but a single 
post) there could have been no pretence for, doing so; -that this 
stoppage led to a general run on all the country bankers; and 
that this run, occasioning all the country bankers-to flock to J.on- 
don for supplies, led to all the consequences we have witnessed. 
But this sort of reasoning will never do—their syllogism has no 
major. Is it not obvious, granting the truth of all they say, that 
there must be something radically wrong in the system under 
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which ‘such events can follow from such causes? Who can possi- 
bly tell whether the London banking-house in question acted ill 
or well? Who knows the history of their connexion with the 
Yorkshire house? But is it to be conceived for a moment that 
the whole peace and security of the commercial world ought to be 
at the mercy of any one banker—who may, any one day, or even 
hour of his life, choose to transact his business under the influence 
of folly, of cowardice, or of spleen ? 

“ In our opinion the chief blame of this misery must be divided 
between the Government and the Bank of England. 

«« It was without question, the duty of Government to relieve 
ihe public burdens, by redueing the interest of the National Debt 
whenever this was practicable: but this duty was not to be con- 
sidered absolutely. If by pushing an object in itself excellent, too 
far, or attempting it prematurely, greater interests were to be sa- 
crificed, the general welfare of the State called on its Government 
to pause. 

‘‘ It is obvious that a great change in the value of money never 
can take place without- entailing serzous consequences of some 
kind. Of what nature these may be it is difficult to foretell—but 
it is certain that come they will. Hence the necessity of making 
any such change as gradually as possible; and it may well be 
questioned whether Government sufficiently attended to this, 
when after other measures tending to a rapid decline in the value 
of money, they went so far as to reduce the interest on their Ex- 
chequer bills so low as three halfpence per diem, or two pounds 
five shillings and sevenpence per annum. 

“ The practical evil which immediately followed from this last 
step was, the general impression it established, that money was re- 
markably plentiful, and that there was no doubt of its remaining 
so. Hence incautious and inconsiderate speculation: hence per- 
sons, not in their general line of conduct venturesome, were 
tempted to proceed with less circumspection in their commercial 
undertakings of all kinds. This was the era of the Joint Stock 
Company mania.* orgie “4 

“ But was not, unhappily—was not—and we say it with real 
pain—that mania fostered and encouraged by the conduct of an- 
other great Joint Stock Company, the. Bank of England? Now 
for the first time the Bank of England was seen to depart from 
all the legitimate principles of banking, by publicly offering to 
lend money on stock and on land. The money-market being so 
amply supplied, ‘that the private bankers and money-lenders 
knew not how to obtain even a moderate rate of interest for their 
money, the Bank was seen running a race with them to find bor- 


* We by no means wish to be understood as joining in the senseless clamour 
raised against all the Joint Stock Company undertakings of that period. ' Some of 
them were wise and laudable, and will turn out highly advantageous to the nation, 
and to the individuals concerned ; but, the large proportion which mere frantic 
follies and absolute knaveries bore to these, is now undeniable. 
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rowers, Was this prudent? Was it decorous? Did it befit q 
grave chartered company, possessing vast and exclusive privi- 
leges—and bound by that possession to look in some degree to 
the public interest, as well as to the mere question of dividends 
on Bank stock,—to betray all the eagerness and impatience of 
private traders? The cup being full, was it for them to make it 
run over ? 

‘‘ Thus did the Bank, following in, and co-operating with the 
steps of Government, so far as in it lay, tend to the fixing of that 
most dangerous ‘impression in men’s minds, that ‘ money was 
always to be had for the asking for;” and hence the ordinary and 
necessary spirit of commercial confidence was seen transformed 
into utter recklessness and daring. 

‘“‘ The country bankers now received notice from the London 
banking-houses with which they were connected, that the latter 
could no longer afford to allow any interest on the balances in 
their hands. Need we ask, what the effect of such an intimation 
was likely to be, on a class of persons, who—taking them asa 
body—have never been remarkable for great circumspection in the 
conduct of their business ? 

‘* In a word, the private money-dealers first, and then all com- 
mercial men, and even persons formerly unconnected with com- 
merce, were tempted or encouraged to vest their capital where it 
_was not in their immediate reach. When the run took place, 

many bankers, not having funds at hand, failed; others made 

enormous sacrifices, all but ruined themselves, that they might 
stand. It was said (nay, the saying was acted on), that the bub- 
bles only would burst; but the event showed the folly of this. 
Plagues and conflagrations are no respecters of persons. 

‘* But—if the Bank of England had its shate in bringing on 
the state of things which we have been contemplating, no one 
will deny it the merit, when the crisis did arrive, of having put 
forth a degree of vigour and energy suited to the occasion. 
Every member of that establishment was seen putting his shoulder 
to the wheel. The Directors devoted themselves incessantly to 
the discharge of the anxious duties which devolved upon them— 
standing rules and orders were laid aside—a quantity of business 
was transacted unprecedented on any former occasion—the cir- 
culation was relieved—and immediate consequences, of the ex- 
tent of which no man can form’ an estimate, were averted. 

** As it is—all lawyers could tell, if they pleased, to what an 
unheard-of extent the tenures of property of all kinds are at this 
moment changing. We have no belief that we have, up to this 
hour, beheld the last of this private misery; we can all see the 
breaking down of the dyke, but it is a difficult matter to trace the 
inundation into every little field that it lays bare. 

“The Government are, we doubt not, fully sensible of their 
error, and will immediately take some decisive steps to prevent 
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the possibility of scenes such as these arising in future out of the 
errors of any person or persons. 

« A general impression seems to prevail, that one of the mea- 
sures to be submitted to Parliament, with the view of correctin 
the present unsound state of the provincial circulation, will be to 
negociate with the Bank for the surrender of so much of its char- 
ter as will allow of the creation of proper banks; that is to say, 
banks unlimited as to either number of proprietors, or extent of 
capital, all over the country distant fifty or sixty miles from Lon- 
don: thus leaving the metropolis and the surrounding district to 
the Bank. : 

“ It is, again, maintained by many, that the Government mean 
only to demand security from all private bankers, according to a 
plan long ago proposed by Lord Bexley, and discussed in Parlia- 
ment. : 

‘‘ A measure prospectively entertained both by Government 
and Parliament, may probably (it is further said) be carried into 
execution much earlier than had been intended,—in consequence 
of the lessons which late occurrences have taught. We allude 
to the absolute prohibition of any paper-currency, under notes for 
5]. We earnestly hope that this is as it has been represented to 
us. The use of paper-money was originally introduced for the 
convenience of those who have to transact mercantile affairs on a 
large scale, or at a distance ; and should never have been adopt- 
ed so as to bring it into contact with the daily petty dealings of 
the working classes; whose share in the present distresses is, we 
must say, the part of the whole subject to be contemplated with 
the greatest sorrow, since assuredly they are the only sufferers 
who have had no hand in the creation of the system, under the 
effects of which they are now languishing. The prospect of a 
considerably increased supply of bullion from Spanish America 
Is an important consideration in the. present circumstances of the 
case. 

“ It seems by no means unlikelythat the subject of the Usury 
Laws will be taken up again, in immediate connection with the 
late distresses of the monied interest. Henceforth, people may 
fight as they please about the principle on which all such laws 
are founded; but who can defend ours, (as effecting any good 
purpose,) after seeing Exchequer Bills, the best of all possible 
securities, sold publicly at enormous loss, simply because the 
holders of had it not in their power to borrow money, a few 
weeks or days before, at 7 or 8 per cent.? 

_ “ The free trade system in general is as yet, we are told, only 
in the course of its trial. When any particular class of persons 
complain of its operation, as affecting them, the answer is. that it 
18 easy to lay one’s finger on the partial evil, but not so to trace 
the far greater counterbalancing good that is diffused around it. 
Nor shall we say any thing to all this for the present, except that 
we devoutly wish practical statesmen would preserve, in all which 
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they do,..a:proper, jealousy. of..those.whose only. vocation ‘it is to 
tal, apdided, into ohsy instances, suffer actual human misery 
to escape their notice, under the shelter of well-sounding gene. 
ralities ;—-no unnatural consequence of a one-eyed philosophy, 
which, seeing in man nothing but amachine, and assuming, in the 
face ofall history and observation, that it is the nature of man {6 
do always’ What's Hest and wisest; "in regard to his dwn interests, 
appears to us to be entirely inapplicable to the real real business 
ofa world, wherein individuals and commanities alike are still in- 
fluenced by their passions and préjudices, at least as much as by 
the dictates of-absolute reason.” -" = 


PAINE’S BIRTH-DAY DINNER. 








THe stewards for the management of this dinner, will be 
obliged to those who intend to dine with them, if they will 
send for their tickets on Saturday, that the number may be 
calcutated and dinner ordered accordingly. But a small 
number of tickets‘can be kept for saleon Monday and delay 
may occasion disappointment. For those who find this their 
first notice on the subject, we repeat, that the dinner will 
take place at the City of London Tavern, Bishopsgate-street, 
at five o'clock on Monday the 30th instant, and that the 
tickets are half-a-guinea each. The object of the stewards 
has been to unite respectability of place, comfort, and good 
company with a moderately priced ticket. Dining in this 
manner, at this time, upon the strength of the principles of 
Thomas Paine, is like gaining a march upon time, and many 
friends bave thought it impracticable. A very large com- 
pany is not expected, nor have the stewards engaged the 
largest room; but they are anxious to exhibit in the best 
light those principles, which dignify man, and which have 
given him a new ioral character. They feel assured, that 
there are'no principles, political ‘or theclagicn’. superior to 
the principles of Thomas Paine: and, thus assured, they 
also feel, that, in thus exhibiting them, they are free from the 
charge of presumption or impropriety. It is more than 
probable, that annual dinners will take place ‘on. the same 
occasion, at the same tavern, and the stewards are apxious 
to begin well. While they will studiously prepare the most 
dignifying toasts and sentiments, they recommend the avoid- 
ance of the foolish custom, the mob-like habit, of ceremo- 
nial cheering. They wish to leave applause to the excite- 
ment of sentiment and to deviate from practices which no 
company bor circumstance can make prudent of respectable. 
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